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Change in the legal world rarely happens overnight – yet lately,

it feels as though the profession is finding new ways to evolve

with intention. In this issue, we explore how purpose, people

and progress are shaping the law’s future.

From Dana Denis-Smith’s reflections on the next generation

of legal talent, to the final instalment of Nika Kabiri’s

exploration of behavioral science, we see a field learning to

look beyond precedent. Today’s legal professionals are questioning long-held

assumptions, drawing insight from psychology, sustainability and innovation to create

practices that reflect the world they serve.

Our interview with Yanthé Richardson demonstrates the changes occurring in

recruitment within law, and how “the profession must look like and understand the

public it serves”. Socio-economic diversity is vital to the sustainability of the legal

profession, especially as technology aids access to legal justice, and the growing

popularity of vocational routes into law reflects this.

Purpose is no longer a buzzword – it’s embedded in how firms define success. Boutique

firm Bellevue Law’s journey to B Corp certification, for instance, shows that profitability

and positive impact can go hand in hand.

Taken together, these stories signal a profession that’s not resisting change but

embracing it – thoughtfully, deliberately and with heart. The legal industry has always

prided itself on its intellect. Now it’s learning the value of empathy and purpose too.

Alex Davies
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